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courage of their convictions, not a single Indian will show his voluntary
registration certificate.    The British Indian Association has called in
all these registration certificates, in order that the poorer, the humbler,
members of the community might be protected, and if they have to go
to gaol for non-production of registration certificates, I do hope that
they will go to gaol, and thus teach a lesson in civiUty to the police.
I shall never forget the scene that was enacted before the Court House
when Mr. Sorabji was sentenced to be imprisoned with hard labour
for one month.   I cannot easily forget the hustling that took place, the
assaults that took place in front of the Court House, under the nose of
the Magistrate as it were.1  I cannot easily forget how the constables,
without the slightest provocation, without any warning being given
to the British Indians, assaulted them, how they roughly handled them,
and how they roughly shoved them from the verandah of the Court
House.   That shows what a bitter struggle is before us.   That shows
also how cheaply we are held in the estimation of the police, if not in
the estimation of the citizens of the Transvaal and of South Africa.   It
is necessary then for British Indians to show in quiet, in dignity, in perfect
calmness, in a perfectly law-abiding spirit, to show that they are not here
to suffer such indignities, that they are not here to have their liberties
trampled underfoot,   and that if all these things are done in the name
of His Majesty the King-Emperor, we are here also humbly to protest,
and we are here also as British citizens to suffer for it, and to show the
whole world what things are possible and done even in the British Empire,
even under the British flag.  We have been nurtured in British traditions.
We have been told that [in the British Empire] even a lamb is free.
"The lamb can go with the lion,*5 is a literal translation of a verse I
was taught when I was a youth, when  I was of school-going age.
That verse has not yet been effaced from my memory.   I do say here
such a thing is not possible, that British Indians, because they are docile,
because they are humble, because they do not want to tread upon any-
body else's corns, are being spat upon, are being ill-treated, and now
we have got the Asiatic Ordinance to fight, which is intended to take
away the very last vestige of self-respect from us.   It is because we feel
these things that we have met here to honour our countrymen who
have gone to gaol, that those who are here may also have that courage,
may also have sufficient self-respect in them to go to gaol, to suffer the
same hardships, and if you do that, as surely as I am standing here today,
a day will come when we shall regain our liberty, when we shall regain
the fiill rights attached to British citizenship, when we will be respected

1 Vids "Johannesburg Letter**, p. 387, footnote 2 OB p. 387 and "Trial of Sorabji
Shapurji-III", p. 377.